
  

  

  
 

  

  
  

   
     

      
   

 
   

  
    

   

  
  

 
   

   
    

 
  

   
      

   
 

 

 
  

   
  

   

 
  

   

March 20, 2020 

Hello Tumwater School District Families, 

In the past week, all of us have witnessed and experienced surprising and unprecedented 
changes in our lives as we collectively respond to the public health crisis created by the 
spread of COVID-19 across our region, state, country, and around the world. 

Here at Tumwater School District, we have been hard at work responding to quickly 
changing conditions. I have been in communication with regional school superintendents, 
health authorities, and OSPI to ensure we have the latest information to allow us to 
respond in support of our students and community. In the first days of this closure, our 
focus has been on meeting students’ basic needs. Our staff has arranged food 
distributions at four sites across the district, providing a free breakfast and lunch to any 
child who needs it. I visited two distribution sites yesterday, and I saw caring staff greeting 
and passing out nutritious meals with a smile to hundreds of children and families. 

Thanks to the YMCA and the Boys and Girls Clubs of Thurston County, two excellent 
community partners, we have childcare options in place, particularly to support first 
responders and health care workers as they care for our community. 

With that in place, we are now turning our attention to finding ways we can continue to 
support students during the closure. At this time, we are collecting and sharing quality 
educational resources, and we are working on and employing plans to deploy computers 
to support our students. We have compiled a list of quality educational resources for 
students at all levels. These resources, posted on our district website, offer great 
opportunities for students to continue learning in many different content areas. We will 
add additional resources as we identify materials that allow students to keep learning and 
exploring. 

While these resources are not a replacement for classroom instruction, we are committed 
to providing educational opportunities for students during this closure. We also will 
continue to seek guidance from OSPI, the US Department of Education, and other 
districts across the state to find additional ways we can legally expand the services we 
can offer until students are able to return to our classrooms. 

As always, one of the best ways parents can support learning is by reading with children 
and encouraging them to read. Take time every day to read together, even with older 
children. This is a wonderful way to keep children learning. You will also find that many 
museums, zoos, and other educational organizations have opened their sites to provide 
virtual field trips and ways for students to explore the world from home. 

With spring weather bringing increasing sunshine and warmer weather, this is also a great 
time to get outside for walks and exercise. We are fortunate to live in a community where 
there are wonderful places to get outdoors while practicing responsible social distancing. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/LXCCta4FFsZfl9VkpdyNmw%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRgVOBIP0SsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHVtd2F0ZXIuazEyLndhLnVzL3NpdGUvZGVmYXVsdC5hc3B4P1BhZ2VUeXBlPTMmRG9tYWluSUQ9NCZNb2R1bGVJbnN0YW5jZUlEPTQwJlZpZXdJRD02NDQ2RUU4OC1EMzBDLTQ5N0UtOTMxNi0zRjg4NzRCM0UxMDgmUmVuZGVyTG9jPTAmRmxleERhdGFJRD0yNDM1NSZQYWdlSUQ9MVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAADIrHNe6H2GTVIlbGF1cmllLndpZWRlbm1leWVyQHR1bXdhdGVyLmsxMi53YS51c1gEAAAAAQ%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/LXCCta4FFsZfl9VkpdyNmw%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRgVOBIP0SsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHVtd2F0ZXIuazEyLndhLnVzL3NpdGUvZGVmYXVsdC5hc3B4P1BhZ2VUeXBlPTMmRG9tYWluSUQ9NCZNb2R1bGVJbnN0YW5jZUlEPTQwJlZpZXdJRD02NDQ2RUU4OC1EMzBDLTQ5N0UtOTMxNi0zRjg4NzRCM0UxMDgmUmVuZGVyTG9jPTAmRmxleERhdGFJRD0yNDM1NSZQYWdlSUQ9MVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAADIrHNe6H2GTVIlbGF1cmllLndpZWRlbm1leWVyQHR1bXdhdGVyLmsxMi53YS51c1gEAAAAAQ%7E%7E


 
  

 

    
    

  
  

 

  

 

 

To support you as you talk with children about Coronavirus, here are some great 
resources from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, SAMHSA, and 
Washington Department of Health. 

I assure you that we will work hard to find additional ways we can support students until 
we can welcome them back to our classrooms. We miss seeing the faces of our students 
in our schools, though we also understand the current interventions are critical to 
protecting the health of our community. 

Take care and stay healthy, 

Sean Dotson, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_pdkBJBDBkVjGxd7_Xv-2g%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRgVOBIP0RgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy8yMDE5LW5jb3YvY29tbXVuaXR5L3NjaG9vbHMtY2hpbGRjYXJlL3RhbGtpbmctd2l0aC1jaGlsZHJlbi5odG1sVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAMisc17ofYZNUiVsYXVyaWUud2llZGVubWV5ZXJAdHVtd2F0ZXIuazEyLndhLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/63moK_V70VJHNTkxfSOMCA%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRgVOBIP0Q_aHR0cHM6Ly9zdG9yZS5zYW1oc2EuZ292L3N5c3RlbS9maWxlcy9wZXAyMC0wMS0wMS0wMDZfNTA4XzAucGRmVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAMisc17ofYZNUiVsYXVyaWUud2llZGVubWV5ZXJAdHVtd2F0ZXIuazEyLndhLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/IbahXV-3RR_ocVPAuHIc9A%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRgVOBIP0RLaHR0cHM6Ly9tZWRpdW0uY29tL3dhZGVwdGhlYWx0aC90YWxraW5nLXRvLWtpZHMtYWJvdXQtY292aWQtMTktYTkwOTU4NWI5M2JmVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAMisc17ofYZNUiVsYXVyaWUud2llZGVubWV5ZXJAdHVtd2F0ZXIuazEyLndhLnVzWAQAAAAB

